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Did you know?  Lovely, summerlike days that 

occur around October 18 are called Saint 

Luke’s Little Summer in honor of the saint’s 

feast day. Around this time, Saint Luke’s 

feast day, there is a period brief period of 

calm, dry weather. Some folks call this 

Indian Summer, but that officially occurs 

between November 11 and November 20. 
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October 2           Central KY Hay Contest Entry Deadline 
October 3           Fort Harrod Backcountry Horsemen Meeting, 7 PM 
October 6 – 12 National Fire Prevention Week  
October 15-17   Heart of America Grazing Conference, Hardin County Extension Office 
October 24         KY Beef Conference, Fayette County Extension Office 
October 24              Mercer County Extension Council Meeting, 6 PM 
October 22         Mercer County Cattlemen’s Association Annual Meeting, 6:30 PM 
October 24         Mercer County Extension District Board Meeting, 7 PM 
 
November 2       Mercer County Cattlemen’s Bull Breeding Soundness Exam Day,  
                           4 Kings Angus Farm 
November 5       Election Day, Extension Office Closed 
November 7       Fort Harrod Backcountry Horsemen Meeting, 7 PM 
November 7-21  North American International Livestock Expo, Louisville 
November 12    Mercer County Extension Community Meeting, 11:30 AM 
November 15    America Recycles Day, Paper Shred Truck at Extension Office 
November 22-28  National Farm-City Week 
November 28-29  Happy Thanksgiving, Extension Office Closed 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

Fall Frost and Freeze Information for The Bluegrass State        
By Derrick Snyder – National Weather Service Paducah, KY 

 
As we move through the month October, the risk of crop-killing frosts and hard freezes will 
quickly increase. The National Weather Service office in La Crosse, WI, compiled the following 
list of meteorological conditions that can lead to frost conditions: 

● Clear skies lead to radiational cooling, allowing the greatest amount of heat to exit into the 

atmosphere. 

● Calm to light winds prevent stirring of the atmosphere, which allows a thin layer of super-cooled 

temperatures to develop at the surface. These super-cooled temperatures can be up to 10 

degrees cooler than five to six feet above the surface, where observations are typically taken. 

This is why frost develops even when reported temperatures are a few degrees above freezing. 

● Cool temperatures, with some moisture, that promote ice crystal development. If the 

supercooled, freezing temperatures can cool to the dew point (the temperature at which, when 

cooled to at constant pressure, condensation occurs; moisture will have to come out of the 

atmosphere as fog, frost, etc.) frost could develop on exposed surfaces. 

● Local topography also has a large role in determining if and where frost develops. Cold air will 

settle in the valleys since cold air is heavier than warm air, therefore frost conditions are more 

prone in these regions. Valleys are also sheltered from stronger winds, enhancing the potential 

for frost.  

Other local effects, such as soil moisture and temperature, and stage of vegetation 
"greenness", are factors that can affect the possibility of frost forming. The Midwest Regional 
Climate Center has put together a map of when Kentucky can typically expect to see the first 
32 degree freeze of the season. The great majority of the commonwealth will see the first hard 
freeze during the last 10 days of October, but this can vary a week or two sooner or later 
depending on the set-up for that particular year.  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


