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Spring is here! I have been fighting back the urge to plant some of the seeds that I ordered this 
winter, we still have a month to go. Remember, wait for Derby Day! In the meantime, double 
check those tillers, check for leaks in hoses, weed/mulch those flower beds; so when the time 

is right you will be ready to hit the ground running! Happy Gardening!  
 
 

Jessica Bessin, 
Mercer County Extension Agent for Horticulture 
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Saucer Magnolias 

 Besides daffodils, nothing else screams spring to me than seeing a Saucer 

Magnolia in full bloom. These trees are stunning, with their bright pink to purple 

flowers that can be as big as 10 inches across. They are fragrant and not stinky like 

many of our other earlier flowering trees.  Even the light gray smooth bark is 

fragrant when crushed. 

 They are considered small trees to large shrubs, but if allowed to get to 

their full tree form can grow up to 33ft tall and 25ft wide. Multi-stemmed ones 

are available for purchases and with proper pruning are kept more like a shrub. 

Pruning time is important with these trees. In order to preserve the flower buds 

for the following season, pruning should be done immediately after flowering. 

Wait too late in the summer, you will cut off buds for the following season.  

 As their name suggests, saucer magnolias are in the magnolia family. They prefer a planting site where it 

can receive consistent moisture and is well-drained, in full sun to part shade. The biggest consideration when it 

comes to planting is protection from strong winds and late frost. Late frost are one of the main reasons why we 

see failure to bloom. On the flip side, planting them too close to buildings for protection where they receive 

radiating heat can cause them to bud too early and lose flowers during late cold snaps.  

 Overall, they are relatively disease and pest free. Occasionally, we see magnolia scale that can lead to 

black sooty mold. Disease-wise, leaf spot and canker can be troublesome. If you are looking for a flowering tree 

to add to your landscape this might be one for you. This is a great choice for a low maintenance, flowering tree 

that also produces a decent amount of shade when it’s full tree form.  

http://www.uky.edu/EVPFA/EEO/


Mark Those Calendars!! 

Fort Harrod Garden Club-April 14th, Mercer County Extension Office 10:00 AM 

Join us as we share information about growing herbs at home!  

Harrodsburg Tree Board Meeting– April 21st, Mercer County Extension Office 5:00 PM 

The Shred Truck– April 21st, Mercer County Extension Office 1:00-4:00 PM 

Fort Harrod Beekeeping Club-April 28th, Mercer County Extension Office 6:30 PM 

See insert for more details. Make sure to check out the Fort Harrod Beekeeping Facebook page for all the latest 

updates and announcements!  

Floral Hall Catalog Available!-May 1st, Catalogs can be picked up at Mercer County Extension Office 

Tomato Day!- May 5th and 6th, Mercer County Extension Office  

See flyer above  for more information on tomato day and new night time giveaway! 

Giant Pumpkin Contest Seeds-May 6th, Mercer County Extension Office. 

See insert for more details about our first ever, giant pumpkin contest. 

Fort Harrod Garden Club (Plant Swap)-May 12th, Mercer County Extension Office 10:00 AM 

See flyer for more information on our plant and seed swap! 

Memorial Day-May 26th, Extension Office is Closed 

Fort Harrod Beekeeping Club-May 27th, Mercer County Extension Office 6:30 PM 

This meeting will take place on the last TUESDAY of the month instead of the last Monday due to Memorial Day.  

Living With Alpha-Gal Syndrome-May 29th, Mercer County Extension Office 7:00-8:30 PM  

See insert for more details.  






