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How is it November already?! Hoping everyone is enjoying the cooler fall weather and getting 
those gardens cleaned up for the year. I’m looking forward to all of our holiday classes coming 

up over the next two months. Wishing you and your family a wonderful Thanksgiving!         
Happy Gardening!  

 
 

Jessica Bessin, 
Mercer County Extension Agent for Horticulture 
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To Rake or Not To Rake?  

Is raking leaves in the fall a chore you loathe? You can take it off your list this year, 

especially if the leaves are piling up on your lawn. If they are falling on a driveway, 

sadly, you can’t get out of that chore unless you want a slippery drive way. 

Why leave the leaves? There are actually a couple of benefits to leaving the leaves 

on your lawn. If you allow trees to do a complete leaf drop on your lawn, you are 

providing habitat for all sorts of critters through the winter. Butterflies, chipmunks, 

salamanders, beneficial insects, toads, and even box turtles rely on  fallen leaves. The Luna moth caterpillars will 

wrap their cocoons with fallen leaves to stay cozy through the winter.   

Leaving leaves on your lawn will also provide additional nutrients, reducing the amount of fertilizer that you may 

need to apply in spring. If you are not thrilled about having so many leaves on your yard, run over them with the 

mower. This will chop them up quickly and will still benefit your lawn.  

If you don’t mind raking the leaves and want to receive some of the benefits they can make a great addition to 

your flower beds and garden. They can help suppress weeds, add some extra nutrients, and help protect perennials 

in colder temperatures. Another option is to compost your leaves. Keep in mind some break down faster than 

others. Maple leaves tend to break down faster than oak leaves that tend to linger. 

The last positive to think about by not bagging those leaves, even when using compostable 

bags, a lot of them end up in landfills. Raking fewer leaves can help prevent a sore back at 

the end of the day and be a win for the environment! Finally, I know I will be raking leaves 

this fall in my own yard, but for entertainment purposes. Both children and pets alike love to 

jump into a good pile of leaves!  

http://www.uky.edu/EVPFA/EEO/


Mark Those Calendars!! 

Election Day-November 5th, Extension Office is Closed 

Extension Community Meeting– November 12th, Mercer County Extension Office 11:30 AM -1:00 PM 

Holiday Plant Care-November 14th, Mercer County Extension Office 10:00 AM  

America’s Recycles Day (Shred Truck)– November 15th, Mercer County Extension Office 1:00-4:00 PM 

Harrodsburg Tree Board Meeting– November 18th, Mercer County Extension Office 5:00 PM 

Fort Harrod Beekeeping Club-November 18th, Mercer County Extension Office 6:30 PM 

See insert for more details. Make sure to check out the Fort Harrod Beekeeping Facebook page for all the latest 

updates and announcements!  

Mercer County Farmers Market End of Season Meeting– November 22nd, Mercer Co. Extension Office 6:30 PM 

Thanksgiving-Mercer County Extension Office is closed November 28th & 29th 

Holiday Day of Fun!-December 12th, Mercer County Extension Office 

See insert for more details.  

Mercer County Extension Holiday Open House-Mercer County Extension Office, December 17th 4:00 PM-7:00 PM 

 

Why did the Woolly Bear Worm Cross the Road? 

Each fall, it's hard not to notice them–little woolly worms crawling across roads, sidewalks, 

and paths everywhere. Where are they going? They seem so determined to make it to their 

destination.  In Kentucky, we are most familiar with the banded woolly bear (or worm). 

Following the pupal stage, the banded woolly bear emerges in its adult form, the Isabella 

tiger moth. Each woolly worm is scrambling to find a warm nook or cranny in which to overwinter. Unlike other 

butterflies or moths, the woolly worm spends the winter as a caterpillar, not a pupa or chrysalis. When the 

weather warms in the spring, the banded woolly worm becomes active again and completes its metamorphosis.  

The hairs covering their bodies are thought to offer some degree of insulation from cold winter temperatures.  

Even though they are not a stinging caterpillar, if they accidentally wander into a pair of boots, their hairs can be 

quite painful if you step on them (speaking from experience).  

There is a lot of folklore surrounding the banded woolly worm, particularly related to its supposed power to 

predict upcoming winter weather. The typical banded woolly worm has sections of black hairs at each end, and a 

section of orange-brown hairs in the center. Legend says that the more black on a banded woolly worm, the more 

severe the winter will be.  Research has shown repeatedly that the colors of hairs of woolly 

worms have no bearing on weather the following winter. Larvae hatched from the same clutch 

of eggs reared under one set of environmental conditions will show a range of hair thickness 

and colorations, from fully orange to fully black. Despite the scientific evidence that discredits 

any super weather predicting power of the woolly worm, people are very passionate about 

their woolly worms. There are even festivals dedicated the woolly bear worm, even one right 

here in Kentucky. Each year Beattyville, KY celebrates the woolly worm with woolly worm races, a 

parade, and more!  

Think Local For Thanksgiving 

Even though it is starting to get cooler out, there is still plenty of local produce available for purchase for your 

Thanksgiving dinner table. Through the month of November, a variety of greens are available; Winter squash, 

sweet potatoes, broccoli, a variety of root crops, and apples. If you are not a veggie lover, consider reaching out 

to one of our many farmers who sell turkeys, pork, chicken, or beef. Don’t forget about all the value added 

products as well, jams/jellies, honey, sorghum, chutney, pie fillings, and more. Visit the KY Proud website: https://

www.kyproud.com to find a local producer near you! 

Isabella moth 






