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Fall is here and finally brought some rain with it. I am hoping you didn't have much damage that came a long with 
all the rain we received. There are still things to do in the garden this month besides cleaning 

up, like planting garlic! Hope to see you at one of our many fall classes coming up.               
Happy Gardening! 

 
 

Jessica Bessin, 
Mercer County Extension Agent for Horticulture 
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Think Spring 

 Not what you would think would be in the October newsletter.  However, if you 

enjoy all of those first pops of color in the spring from the crocus, daffodils, tulips and more, 

now is the time to act. The question is always asked, why do we need to plant them now 

when all we can think about are pumpkins, corn stalks, and mums?! 

 Most bulbs need to go through a cooling period in order to develop correctly. 

Planting in the fall also gives them enough time to get their roots established before spring 

growth occurs, which leads to a stronger and healthier plant. Like with other plants, site selection is important 

with bulbs. A well drained location is best to avoid bulb rot. Raised beds and flower pots are a great alternative for 

high clay areas.  

 Once a planting site is selected the rule is to plant the bulb two to three times the height of the bulb. If 

your bulb is two inches plant those bulbs 4 to 6 inches deep. This seems silly to say, but make sure the roots are 

facing down when planting. If you are planting a couple hundred it can be easy to accidently plant one the wrong 

way. Plus like any plant, make sure to water once you plant them.  

 A couple of things to think about when planting. Planting large numbers of the same color can really make 

and eye catching display. Think about bloom times and mixing different bulbs. Crocus will bloom first, sometimes 

popping through the snow. Interplanting daffodils and tulips together can make a great display, as the daffodils 

start to decline the tulips start putting on a show.  

 If you already have a planting of bulbs and wish to spread them around, the best time  of year to move 

them is once they have finished bloom, plus you can see where they are. Leave the foliage as long as possible after 

bloom, if you cut it too soon, the number of blooms will decrease or not show up at all the following year.   

http://www.uky.edu/EVPFA/EEO/


Mark Those Calendars!! 

Mercer County Farmers Market– The last market day of the regular season is on October 26th! Be on the lookout 

for their special Holiday pop-up markets. 

Harrodsburg Tree Board Meeting– October 3rd, Mercer County Extension Office 5:00 PM 

Harvest, Home, & Table Fair-October 4th, Mercer County Extension Office 8:00 AM—4:30 PM 

Seed Saving-Mercer County Public Library, October 10th 2:00 PM 

Growing Garlic-October 24th, Mercer County Extension 5:00 PM 

County Extension Council Meeting-October 24th, Mercer County Extension Office 6:00 PM 

Extension District Board Meeting-October 24th, Mercer County Extension Office 7:00 PM 

Fort Harrod Beekeeping Club-October 28th, Mercer County Extension Office 6:30 PM 

See insert for more details. Make sure to check out the Fort Harrod Beekeeping Facebook page for all the latest 

updates and announcements!  

Fort Harrod Garden Club-October 30th, Mercer County Extension Office 10:00 AM  

 

Plan for Frost 

The average frost date for our area is October 10, which is not that far off! If you are not quite ready to give up on 

your gardens yet, check out these tips to extend your season just a bit more. 

Harvest Early: A crop like tomatoes is very sensitive to frost. If you have no way to protect plants, you may want to 

harvest all fruit that are in the mature green stage of ripening.  

Irrigate Before the Frost: A moist soil can hold four times more heat than a dry soil. It will also conduct heat to the 

soil surface faster than a dry soil, aiding in frost prevention. 

 Cover Your Plants: Covering plants can give you 2 to 5 degrees F protection. The covers can be laid right over the 

plant, or can be supported on stakes. The difference being that protection is less wherever the cover touches the 

plant. Any material can be used to cover the plants; however woven fabrics are better insulators then plastics or 

paper. The best time to apply covers is in the late afternoon after the wind has died down. Remove covers the next 

morning before the sun hits them.  


