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Fall technically doesn't begin until the 22nd, but as you can see in this newsletter, we have a lot of fall -themed 
events coming up. For those summer lovers, have no fear, we still have at least another month 

or more before that first cold snap arrives. Get out and enjoy those gardens!                       
Happy Gardening! 

 
 

Jessica Bessin, 
Mercer County Extension Agent for Horticulture 
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Color for the Fall Garden  

Everyone knows about mums, pansies, and maybe even goldenrod for the fall garden. If 

you are looking for another pop of bright color to add to your fall flower bed consider 

purchasing an aster. There are close to 250 different types of asters all over the 

world.  Asters are a member of the Asteraceae family. The name Aster is Greek, 

meaning "star," and refers to the appearance of the flowers.  

These plants come in a variety of colors; white, pink, purple and blue. They are easy to grow and require little 

maintenance. Some species are drought tolerant and can take full sun to part shade. Its height may range from 6 

inches to 8 feet tall with a width of 1 to 3 feet.  They have woody rhizome roots and can easily be propagated 

through division or by seeds. With so many positives there are, of course, a few negatives to this plant as well. If 

you choose a native variety, they tend to look a little more weedy. At times they require staking, so they don’t 

flop over or break. Finally, if they are really happy in the location they are in, they can become aggressive with 

their rhizome roots. That just gives you an excuse to divide them up and share them with your neighbors.  

Asters are often sold with mums and other fall décor and can make a great container 

plant for the season. Just make sure it is thoroughly watered often. The quickest way to 

kill a mum or aster, is letting them dry out while displayed on our porches.  These plants 

are planted in the spring to mid-summer and then bloom in the fall. We often don’t 

think about them until the fall when we are drawn in by those bright purple flowers. If 

you wish to save the aster you purchased in the fall, the trick is to get it in the ground as 

soon as you can. Continue to water throughout the fall for its roots to get established 

before winter. If you can’t plant one this fall, make sure to add one for your spring plant list.  

http://www.uky.edu/EVPFA/EEO/


Mark Those Calendars!! 

Honey Bees 101-September 12th, Mercer County Public Library 12:00 PM 

Mercer County Ag Field Day-September 12th  

See insert for more details.  

Monarch Butterflies-September 19th, Mercer County Extension Office 10:00 AM & 5:00 PM  

Fort Harrod Garden Club-September 25th, Mercer County Extension Office 10:00 AM  

Mercer County Horticulture Council Meeting-September 30th, Mercer County Extension Office 5:00 PM 

Fort Harrod Beekeeping Club-September 30th, Mercer County Extension Office 6:30 PM 

See insert for more details. Make sure to check out the Fort Harrod Beekeeping Facebook page for all the latest 

updates and announcements!  

Harvest, Home, & Table Fair-October 4th, Mercer County Extension Office 8:00 AM—4:30 PM 

See insert for more details.  

Seed Saving-Mercer County Public Library, October 10th 12:00 PM 

Growing Garlic-October 24th, Mercer County Extension 5:00 PM 

More info to follow in Octobers newsletter.  

Seven Ways to Help a Drought Stressed Lawn 

Source: Gregg Munshaw, plant and soil sciences extension associate professor 

Kentucky’s been pretty dry the past few weeks. September and October are usually our driest months. Even if 
we get a heavy rainfall in the near future, it won’t completely alleviate drought symptoms. When a lawn 
becomes excessively dry, the soil surface develops some water repellency that prevents water from soaking in 
during a quick, hard rain event. Here are some things you can do to help your thirsty grass and hopefully avoid 
having to completely reseed your lawn. 

1. Water every other day or every third day until good, soaking rains begin. 
2. Apply about two-thirds of an inch of water each time. You can check this by probing the soil with a knife or 

screwdriver to determine if the soil is wet 2 to 3 inches deep. 
3. Water in the early morning to help reduce diseases, remove dew and reduce evaporative water loss. 
4. Water areas that have the earliest browning first. These are often on southern or western facing slopes or 

areas with heavy clay soils, very compacted soil or rocks near the surface. 
5. If possible, don’t mow a drought-stricken yard until you can water it or you know a soaking rain is on the 

way. Weeds are still growing and flowering during summer droughts. Wait for the rain, then mow off the 
weeds. 

6. Don’t apply herbicides during a summer drought. They won’t work when weeds are suffering and can 
damage drought-stressed grass more than weeds. 

7. Wait for a soaking rain before applying nitrogen to the lawn in the fall. Nitrogen can greatly improve a lawn’s 
drought recovery. 

Rinse and Return Recycling Program -September 12th, 1-3 PM, Mercer County Recycling Center  
Pressure Rinsing 

1)Remove cover from container.  Empty the pesticide into the spray tank and let the container 
drain for 30 seconds. 2)Continue holding the container upside down over the sprayer tank 
opening so rinsate will run into the sprayer tank. 3)Insert the pressure-rinse nozzle by puncturing 
through the bottom of the pesticide container. 4)Rinse for length of time recommended by the 
manufacturer, generally 30 seconds or more. 
Triple Rinsing 

1)Remove cover from container. Empty the pesticide into the spray tank and let the container drain for 30 
seconds. 2)Fill the container 10% to 20% full of water or rinse solution. 3)Secure the cover on the container. 4)Swirl 
the container to rinse all inside surfaces. 5)Remove cover from the container. Add the rinsate from the container 
to sprayer tank and let drain for 30 seconds or more. 6)Repeat steps 2 through 5 two more times. 7)Puncture 
container. 






